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Greece is divided into
seven (7) Decentralized Administrations,

thirteen (13) Regions and

fifty two (52) Prefectures including the autonomous Athos region

each Prefecture has a Forest Directorate.

In total there are 103 Local Forest Services.

is the central Competent Body for the protection of forests and public lands.

The Directorate General for the Development and
Protection of Forests and Rural Environment of the
Greek Ministry of Environment and Energy

Among DG’s responsibilities is the prevention of forest fires

and reforestation of burnt land.

The suppression of forest fires is responsibility of fire brigade



High risk areas in Greece
1980 2014
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The DG allocates personnel to the Operation Center (coordinator center) and assists the fire
brigade by communicating with the local foresters who have the supervision of the burning
area, as they work there every day. This means that they know the vegetation, the local
weather conditions (wind direction), roads conditions etc, so their help is valuable regarding
decisions on the forces that we have to use.

The personnel of the Forest Services all around Greece is more than 3.500 people.



Protected areas in Greece
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Today 234 NATURA 2000 sites are across the country,
covering a total of 18% of the land area of Greece
or approximately 2,360,000 hectares,
not including purely marine areas.
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GROUND RELIEF IN GREECE
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Steep 10.223.633,53 7,83 7,83
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SOIL DEPTH (%)
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| VEGETATION ZONES IN GREECE |
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The Broadleaf evergreen zone is extended from

the sea level to 600 m, {62.955.265 m3 (47,4 % of Greece)}
The Deciduous oak zone is extended from
300 to 1.300 m, 51.576.494 m3 {(39,32 % of Greece)}
The Fir beech zone is extended
from 700 to 1.600 m, 15.338.118 m3 {(11,74 % of Greece)}
The Pseudo alpine zone is extended
over 1.600 m, 1.980.478 m3 {(1,52 % of Greece)}
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Vegetation Zones in Greece
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Broadleaf evergreen zone is extended from the sea level to 600 m,
62.955.265 m3 (47,4 % of Greece)
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Broadleaf evergreen zone is extended from the sea level to 600 m,
62.955.265 m3 (47,4 % of Greece)
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Deciduous oak zone is extended from 300 to 1.300 m, 51.576.494 m3 (39,32




Deciduous oak zone is extended from 300 to 1.300 m, 51.576.494 m3 (39,32
% of Greece)




Deciduous oak zone is extended from 300 to 1.300 m, 51.576.494 m3 (39,32
% of Greece)
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Pseudo alpine zone is extended over 1.600 m, 1.980.478 m3 (1,52 % of




Pseudo alpine zone is extended over 1.600 m, 1.980.478 m3 (1,52 % of

Greece)
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Pseudo alpine zone is extended over 1.600 m, 1.980.478 m3 (1,52 % of
Greece)
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The program helps us a lot.

The recording of the fire area helps the DG working with the FireHub team
to enhance the service, to hasten the damage assessment process and to
identify reforestation areas within two months after the end of the fire
season, in line with Greek legislation. Local fire service have to publish to
the Government Gazette the reforestation area.

Because the spread of the fire is recorded by the FireHub, it helps us study
the route of fire

Also the program helps us to plot maps which are used by the DG to
implement relief activities, to estimate carbon balance, monitor fire and
soil erosion risk, and to plan urban developments.

The basic FireHub, free of charge, is particularly useful in case of fires
originating outside Greek borders. For example a fire that started in
Albania close to the Greek borders was not officially notified to Greek
authorities. The accident was directly detected via FireHub, allowing the
Fire Brigade to intervene even before the fire entered the Greek territory.
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beyond meeting
frascati, italy, 15 october 2015

European Space Agency
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